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GENERAL	INFORMATION	ON	BEING	A	SKIPPER	
	

• Keep	to	the	center	of	the	canal	and	don’t	cut	corners.	
• You	are	better	stopping	short,	than	panicking	in	reverse	to	stop.	
• Keep	to	the	speed	limits	4mph	or	walking	pace,	slow	down	for	fishermen	
and	moored	boats.	

• Pass	oncoming	boats	to	the	right	hand	side.	
• No	persons	allowed	on	the	roof	of	the	boat.	
• No	smoking	on	board.	
• Passengers	and	crew	do	not	put	arms	and	legs	outside	the	boat.	
• Keep	a	note	of	bridge	and	lock	numbers	for	emergency	contact	location	
details	

• Do	not	let	passengers	brush	hand	through	overhanging	trees	etc	as	fishing	
hooks	might	be	in	them.	

• Use	your	horn	for	Blind	corners	(one	long	blast)	
• Anyone	falls	in	the	canal	cut	the	engine	immediately	and	throw	a	life	ring,	
then,	ask	them	to	see	if	they	can	walk	out.	

• When	in	a	lock	(going	down)	keep	the	boat	to	the	center	and	away	from	the	
sill.	

• When	in	a	lock	(going	up)	open	the	ground	paddles	first	till	the	lock	chamber	
is	half	full,	then	open	the	gate	paddles.	

• When	leaving	a	lock,	all	paddles	must	be	down	and	all	gates	closed.	
	

	
REMEMBER	TAKE	YOUR	TIME	AND	DON’T	RUSH,	DON’T	LEAP	ON	TO	
THE	BOAT,	JUST	STEP	ON,	IF	YOU	CANT	STEP	ON	THEN	WALK	DOWN	
THE	CANAL	AND	TRY	AGAIN.	
	
ANY	QUESTIONS	ON	YOUR	TRIP?	CALL	ANYTIME	ON	07725	184963.	


